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A Brief Introduction to this booklet
This document is the outcome of 10 weeks of work by University of Oregon Portland Center Architecture Graduate Students. The task was to develop housing designs for a 4.8 acre site located at the corner of Jaymar and
Wasco, as it is one of the few large parcels of land that can support a modestly sized affordable housing development in the downtown area. 2.4 acres of land was to be preserved as park land; and 2.4 acres of land was to be
used as housing. We identified early on that approximately 60 to 111 units of housing might be possible given
similar housing parcels and densities allowed by the planning code. This equates to a mix of both town house
and flats units, in mostly 3 story buildings.
At the beginning of the studio, students looked at the urban design context of the site and neighborhood planning issues, and gained additional insight through research on recent Portland housing developments, as well
as through discussions with Ruby Mason, Executive Director of the Mid-Columbia Housing Authority. This initial
work culminated in week 4 with a student-led Community Design Workshop where about 10 local residents and
city officials participated in designing hypothetical housing developments with a “kit of parts” to model the preservation of parkland and create various densities of housing. Students took the lessons learned and used the
last 6 weeks of the course to develop their own unique housing proposals in a range of densities and style.
At the end of the 10 week studio students presented their work to a panel of experts comprised of Cindy Walbrige (City of Hood River Planning Director), Bob Francis (City Manager for Hood River), Carl Peron (Architect
and Hood River County Commissioner) and William Wilson (a Portland based Architect specialized in affordable
housing). Approximately 20 local residents and city officials also attended. In general, all these designs were
well received and the lively discussions followed focused on park land preservation and density issues.
On behalf of the Architecture 584 Housing & Community Design Studio, I would like to thank everyone who participated. All of the feedback was very insightful and helpful in identifying key issues should this site become
real in the future. This study we hope is the beginning of a more in depth dialogue that guides potential future
developments at the site.
Sincerely,
Alex Salazar, Architect & Adjunct Assistant Professor
University of Oregon Portland Center
April 4th, 2008
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WASCO PA R K HO M E S
Wasco Street and Jaymar Road
Hood River, Oregon

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1

10ʼ

3-Bedroom Townhouse
over 1-Bedroom Flat

2-Bedroom Townhouse

3-Bedroom Townhouse
over Parking

10ʼ

SECTION BB
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3-Bedroom Townhouse (20 units)
2-Bedroom Townhouse (16 units)
3-Bedroom Flat
2-Bedroom Flat

(6 units)
(7 units)

1-Bedroom Flat

(10 units)

Community Center
59 total units

AA

27 Spaces Covered Parking
28 Spaces Surface Lot Parking
40 Spaces On-Street Parking
95 total parking spaces
2.4 Total Housing Acres
2.4 Open Space Acres
4.8 total acres

BB

THE WASCO PARK HOMES:
D E S I G N E D F O R CO M M U N I T Y- B U I L D I N G
• Strengthening the community of Hood River:
An attractive new neighborhood the city can be proud of
A large park that preserves open space, trees, and the creek
is an amenity everyone can share

100ʼ

WA S CO PA RK H OM E S
Wasco Street and Jaymar Road
Hood River, Oregon
M. E HN 3 - 2 0 0 8

◒
N

• Building ties between Hood River and the Wasco Park Homes:
The extension of the Hood River street grid knits the new
neighborhood into the existing community
Familiar building forms create continuity with the historic town

100ʼ
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• Creating a strong, supportive community at Wasco Park:
Shared green spaces, a community center, and a pedestrianoriented streetscape provide opportunities for neighborhood
interactions
Private, individualized dwellings give residents a sense
of identity
Dignified, high-quality homes make a neighborhood people
want to be part of
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LEVEL 2 & 3

LEVEL 1

10ʼ

3-Bedroom Flats
(3 units)

2-Bedroom Flats (2 units)
over Parking, Laundry, Storage/Mechanical

10ʼ

SECTION AA
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Wasco
Park Village
~Hood River~

Samantha Polinik

UO Winter 2008

Hood River Context

Public &
SemiPublic

View Corridors

Salazar

Objective:
• Create a continuous park
accessible to both the new and
existing communities
• Exert minimal impact on the site
and existing large trees
• Create a community with
a distinct sense of “place”
through the implementation
of the following urban design
principles:

ar

ym

Ja

~Usable, well-deﬁned public
open spaces
~On-street parking
~Street trees and benches
~Mix of unit types and massing
possibilities
~Gradation of public to
private zones
~Sidewalks and planters

Grading Plan
Minimal

Extensive

Tree Removal

Site Section at 1:40

co

Was

Site Plan at 1:40
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Unit Layout
Townhouse:
2-4 Bedrooms
1,084-1,441 sf
18% of total = 11 units
Park-Under:
2-3 Bedrooms
1,233-1,299 sf
18% of total = 11 units
Apt. Building:
1-3 Bed Flats
2,700 sf footprint
38% of total = 23 units
(11 1-Bed Flats,
at 609 sf)
(8 2-Bed Flats,
at 1,221 sf)
(4 3-Bed Flats
at 1,221 sf)
2-Bed Flats:
780 sf
5% of total = 3 units
(11 incl. Apt.)
3-Bed Flats:
1,019 sf
20% of total = 12 units
(16 incl. Apt.)
Total = 60 units

Parking:
Park Under - 19
Court --------- 16
Rear Alley -- 20
On-Street --- 34
Total = 89,
1.5 Spaces/Unit

1

Third Floor at 1:1/8

2

Public Space
(Com. Center, Pavillions,
Laundry Facilities)

Second Floor at 1:1/8

1 Jaymar Elevation at 1:1/8

Ground Floor at 1:1/8
04/04/08
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Perspectives

1 View toward Wasco Park Village from the Community Center

2 View toward Community Green from Park Pavillion

3
4
2
1

3 View of Community Green
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4 View toward Community Center from Community Green
Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio
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Community Center at 1:1/8

2 Community Green Elevation at 1:1/8

Second Floor

Typical 3-Bed Flat at 1:1/8
Ground Floor

Typical 2-Bed Flat
at 1:1/8

04/04/08

Typical Apartment Building Conﬁguration
at 1:1/8
Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio

Community Entrance
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Although my primary intent and interest on this site is the preservation of
as much park and natural space as possible, certain practical issues often
require sacrifices for everytone’s greater good.
Hood River is in great need of affordable housing for its teachers, firefighters, and other public servants, and the opportunity to house them here in
Hood River should ultimately take precedence over many of the environmental concerns clearly present here.
I have taken this opportunity to show how I believe extra density might
be achieved without compromising the natural character of the park and
the development. Even these slight modifications yielded an increase
from 37 to 52 units, a valuable investment for the whole community.

Page 13 of 76

Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio

04/04/2008

S

I

T

E

P

L

A

N

After overlaying the natural site data, my preliminary research led me to the opinion that development should be concentrated on the flat basin in the
northwest of the site. This region boasts the flattest
slopes on the site as well as the fewest major, mature trees. It would also be the cheapest the build
on since it would require much less of the extensive
and expensive grading that the southern half would
require. Since this site is intended for low-income
housing, these costs could prove prohibitive for the
project to be realized at all, justifying this decision.
Also by limiting development to a smaller parcel of
land on the site, greater densities could be achieved
within the built portion without raising the ire of
the local population, which is generally opposed to
developments of this size and density. Also, a community thus inwardly focused would be less prone
to random acts of crime or vandalism. Given all of
these factors, this small community could be better
integrated into the larger community by nestling it
behind park space and preserved woodlands.
The development itself is aligned on a near eastwest axis for maximum solar income and minimum
loss, and clustered around a central courtyard, a
playspace for children and a nexus for community
interaction. This space is aligned with the larger,
more public park opposite the central access road.
Radiating from this central place are two woonerven,
or pedestrianized streets. These spaces are layed
with a permeable paving, creating a texture change
to slow vehicular traffic as well as creating reception
capacity for stormwater.
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These character sketches show some of the aesthetic intent of the
design. Natural surroundings are highlighted, while built structures are designed to blend into Hood River’s attractive geography.
Vernacular materials are chosen to keep in the tradition of rustic
simplicity, while new materials are blended into the palette to create an aesthetically pleasing medley.
A neighborhood community center would be a valuable addition
to the housing program on this site. My proposal would create a
living room atmosphere where friends could gather and parents
could relax while their children enjoy the site’s ample parks or Rotary Park across the street.

(Above) -- Site section to the east
showing the community center and
park backed by evergreens that line
Jaymar Road.
(Left) -- A central courtyard with a
playground for children is within
easy view of families creating a safe
refuge for children and peace of
mind for parents.
(Right Top) -- The interior of the community center evokes a living room
atmosphere while creating a place
for neighbors in and outside of the
community to meet around the
hearth.
(Right Bottom) -- This view of the
southern autocourt displaying a
pedestrian-friendly thoroughfare and
the typical character of the development.
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1 BD
FLAT
675sf

The floor plans above utilize traditional spatial characteristics that are
easy to navigate and build, while the
street elevation is a rhythmic play of
forms and color, creating calming patterns that blend the vernacular with
the modern.

2/3 BD
TH

2 BD
TH
1050sf

3 BD
TH
1250sf

2/3 BD
TH W/
PARKING

2 BD
TH W/
PARKING
1025sf

2 BD
TH
1050sf

3 BD
TH
1250sf

This site section shows how the development fits into the site. The lithic
terraces at the south end of the site
are reserved for park-goers, connecting the site to the parks to the south
as well as reducing excavation and site
preparation costs. The grand evergreens at the north end of the site are
retained to baffle highway noises from
I-84 as well as create a visual break.
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The foundation for sensible design begins with
the site. Here in Hood
River, we encountered a
site a raw and complex as
any.
Before any design work
was undertaken, great
efforts were made to understand the dynamics
of this large and complex
site. Among the primary concerns were solar
income, soil and land
analysis, context, and site
vegetation.
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Soil reports showed that the site is primarily lithic basalt with a thin layer of topsoil, creating
a difficult and expensive condition for grading and site preparation. This was especially true
at the south end of the site, where lithic outcrops dominate. The northern half is much more
development-friendly with a deeper topsoil layer and a nearly flat slope.
This site is also home to many tall, mature evergreen trees. These trees are of the utmost value
to the community and to the natural environment, and every pain must be taken to ensure the
survival of as many as possible. A preliminary tree survey showed that most of the largest trees
are clustered at the southeastern and southwestern corners as well as along the north and east
edge.

Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio
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I-84

“WOONERF”
SHARED STREET

THE
LITTLE
HILL

AREA OF FILL
UNCHANGED

AR

M
JAY
AD
RO

TWENTY 3 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSES

30 UNITS: A COMBINATION
OF FLATS AND TOWNHOUSES

AREA OF EXCAVATION

COMMUNITY
GARDEN

PARK LAND

GRADING PLAN

FIVE 2 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSES

O
WASC

T

STREE

ROTARY PARK/
SKATE PARK

20TH STREET

COMMUNITY
CENTER

SITE PLAN : SCALE 1:30

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT : SCALE 1: 250

HOOD RIVER COMMON

NEW PARK LAND, A COMMUNITY GARDEN, COMMUNITY CENTER, AND 55 UNITS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
FOR THE CITY OF HOOD RIVER, OREGON.
Page 19 of 76

Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio

MORGAN McINTOSH
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
WINTER 2008
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THE FIRST STEP
The design for Hood River Common began with the design of the site. The first
step was to identify the best location for the park land. Locating the park on the
east and south sides of the site protects the existing stream and wetland, allows
for the preservation of the majority of the larger existing trees, and connects
visually and functionally to Rotary (Skate) Park, essentially creating a new
expanded park across Wasco Street. The most suitable location for housing is at
the center of the property where the ground has the least slope, minimizing the
need for re-grading of the existing topography.

HONORING LOCATION AND TIME,
FORGING CONNECTION AND COMMUNITY
The project expresses a quality of gentleness; both in the architecture and in the
way that the buildings relate to the site. At the heart of the site is a community
garden, a place of growth and activity where neighbors meet neighbors, both
the local residents of the Commons and interested gardeners from the larger
community. At the north end of the garden a unique site feature is preserved: a
rocky knoll, dubbed “the little hill.” If the garden is an expression of the newborn
community then the little hill is a reminder of what came before, the natural
history of the place and the unique geology of the Columbia River Gorge.

SUSTAINABILITY
Gentleness is further expressed through sensitivity to the natural site and an
outlook that looks beyond the present condition to a sustainable future. All
streets and paths on the site use permeable paving, allowing rainfall to percolate
naturally into the ground and minimizing storm water runoﬀ. Photovoltaic
systems are employed throughout the complex. Roof pitches are at 30% to
maximize solar eﬃciency for the latitude. Most blocks of housing are oriented
east-west to take advantage of passive solar energy to minimize heating and
cooling loads. Rainwater catchment systems (not shown) are employed for
garden and site landscaping irrigation. Beyond the “kit of parts” approach,
the Commons is designed to be sustainable over time, essentially “built to
last.” Construction is of low maintenance durable materials including fiber
cement cladding and standing seam metal roofing. Housing designs are “futureproofed”: flexible and adaptable for growing and changing families. With a
few simple changes units can be reconfigured to add or subtract bedrooms
as necessary. The design of the complex as a whole puts people first and cars
second, anticipating an altered relationship with the automobile. The primary
loop in the Commons is a “Woonerf,” a Dutch style shared street, designed with
grass-crete paving and curbless sidewalks, that reclaims the street as a zone for
walking and play.

NEW PARK LAND AND A COMMUNITY CENTER. 51% OF THE
SITE. 2.5 ACRES OF NEW PARKLAND WITH GRAVEL PATHS AND
A BRIDGE CROSSING THE STREAM.

INTEGRATED PHOTOVOLTAIC MEMBRANE ON STANDING
SEAM METAL ROOFING. A LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN RENEWABLE ENERGY

PERVIOUS PAVING ON ALL STREETS AND PATHS MINIMIZES
STORM WATER RUNOFF IN CRITICAL WATERSHED.

“WOONERF” SHARED PEDESTRIAN AND AUTO LANES
WITH ROUGH PAVING AND CURB-LESS SIDEWALKS PROVIDES DAYTIME PLAY AREA.

COMMUNITY GARDEN : 35 RAISED GARDEN BEDS AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY.
A SPACE FOR GROWTH AND CONNECTION WHERE RESIDENTS AND GARDENERS FROM THE LARGER
COMMUNITY MEET

PHOTOVOLTAIC ARRAY ON THE ROOF OF THE GARDEN
SHED POWERS SITE LIGHTING.

HOOD RIVER COMMON :: MORGAN McINTOSH :: UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

04/04/08
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VIEW 2

PROJECT DATA:
SITE: 4.8 Acres
PARKLAND: 51% Includes Park, Community Garden, Community Center
HOUSING: 49%
TOTAL UNITS: 55 As shown. Scheme can accommodate up to 65 units
MAX HEIGHT: 33’-0”
OWNERSHIP: To be determined. Potentially mixed rental and condominium
UNIT TYPES:
“THE ROWS” TOWNHOUSES
(20) 3 BR/1.5 BA + Single Car Garage: 1440 SF
(5) 2 BR/1.5 BA: 930 SF
“(1+2+3) X 10” TRIPLEXES
(10) 1 BR/1 BA Accessible Flat: 702 SF
(10) 2 BR/1.5 BA Townhouse: 930 SF
(10) 3 BR/1.5 BA Townhouse: 1070 SF

VIEW 1

THE ROWS
A

2

3
1

LEVEL 2 PLAN

LEVEL 3 PLAN
A

LEVEL 1 PLAN
(1 + 2 + 3) X 10
(1 + 2 + 3) X 10
ONE BEDROOM ACCESSIBLE FLAT UNDER ONE 2 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE AND ONE 3
BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE, ORGANIZED IN PAIRS ACROSS A SHARED COURT.

HOOD RIVER COMMON :: MORGAN McINTOSH :: UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
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SECTION A : SCALE 1/16” = 1’-0”

LEVEL 2 PLAN

LEVEL 3 PLAN

VIEW 3

LEVEL 1 PLAN
THE ROWS
TWENTY 3 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSES FRONTING EITHER THE STREET
OR A CENTRAL PEDESTRIAN LANEWAY. SINGLE CAR GARAGES ARE ACCESSED FROM TWO REAR AUTO COURTS.

HOOD RIVER COMMON :: MORGAN McINTOSH :: UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

04/04/08
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Jaymar Turns, Hood River, Oregon
An affordable housing community

Designed by Rebecca Fitzsimmons

Statistics
1 Bedroom Flats

7

2 Bedroom Flats

12

3 Bedroom Flats

14

2 Bedroom Townhomes

17

3 Bedroom Townhomes

17

Total Units

67

Parking

96
1.43 Spaces Per Unit

A

Park

2.4 Acres

Development

2.4 Acres

Green Space

20,908 ft. sq.

A’

Neighborhood Context
Scale: NTS
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Hood River’s downtown neighborhood currently ends on the east side of Jaymar Road. At this point
the west side of Jaymar Road becomes commercial and park land. The site being considered for the
affordable housing community lies at the northwest corner of Jaymar Road and Wasco Street, which
is also directly north of the skate and bike park.
Jaymar Turns integrates itself into the neighborhood by aligning with the grid on the north side. The
development is concentrated on the north side of the site and the 2.4 acre park lies mostly on the
south edge of the site, extending and connecting to the skate park across the street.
The community design is based on two principles. First, that each person has their own recognizable unit. Secondly, it is laid out around the Dutch concept of the Woonerf, a shared auto and pedestrian court. The community is comprised mostly of townhomes which vary in size and number
of bedrooms. Some units are stacked on top of flats and each townhome has its own green space
to personalize. There are also four buildings of stacked flats. These are kept to six units each, two
units side-by-side stacked three high. This was done to keep the apartment buildings small and individualized. The Woornerf is used since most people leave for work in the morning and come home in
the evening, because of this the court is mainly used by autos only at those times. People also tend
to drive with more caution when they know people will also be using the space. The neighborhood
is organized around two Woonerfs, creating two smaller communities within the development. Each
unit looks on to the Woonerf, creating defensible space for the community.
Jaymar Turns offers Hood River an affordable housing community that is integrated into the existing
urban fabric.

Site Plan
Scale 1” = 60’

04/04/08
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Three Bedroom Townhome

Two Bedroom Townhome
Over One Bedroom Flat

DN
DN

Third Floor

DN

Typical Townhome Elevation
Scale 1/16” = 1’

UP
UP

Second Floor

UP

First Floor
Floor Plan
Scale 1/16” = 1’
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Floor Plan
Scale 1/16” = 1’
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Apartment Flats
Two Bedroom
Three Bedroom

Apartment Building Elevation
Scale 1/16” = 1’

Floor Plan
Scale 1/16” = 1’

Site Section A-A’
Scale: 1/32” = 1’

04/04/08
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I-84
68-75 housing units:
61 town homes
7 accessible flats
1.25-1.5 autos/unit

rR
ma
Jay

Total Housing Acres: 2.4
Total Acres Incl. Public
Park land: 4.8

d
Community Center Program:
Children’s Play Center & Day Care
Activity/Craft Room w/Kitchen
HOPE/Housing Authority Offices
Parks Department Offices
River
Downtown Hood

Park Space is approx. 50% of the 4.8
acre site
The North edge of the site is protected
from freeway noise by a vertical biobarrier using stacked concrete pipe,
planted with native, drought tolerant
plant species.

Environmental Noise Barriers
Kotzen & English

t
S
o
Wasc
WAL*MART

Site Plan

Scale 1” = 20’

Columbia Village A Sustainable Mixed Income Community
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Trevor Jones
Hood River housing studio
Winter 2008
Instructor Alex Salazar
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CCMHJHKLÄN\YLNYV\UK
E-W Elevation

N-S Elevation
Scale 1/8”= 1’

Scale 1/8”= 1’

Social Interaction
Diagram

N-S Site Elevation
Scale 1”= 30’

\\(e)regional transit system (CAT)
\\pedestrian paths

Activity Room\\Craft
Center\\Kitchenette

Rosauers

Parks Department
Offices

HOPE/Housing
Authority Offices
Children’s Day
Care

Solar Access
Diagram

Transit
Stop

Early
Generative Sun
Diagram

\\community center
demising plan

Early
Generative Wind
Diagram

Trevor Jones
Hood River housing studio
Winter 2008
Instructor Alex Salazar

04/04/08
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Tokyo, Japan

N-S Section
Scale 1/8”= 1’

Seattle, WA

BR2

BR2
BR1

Edinburgh, Scotland

BR1

UP

BR3

UP

BR1

BR2

BR3

the Netherlands
Unit 1.Uphill::3BR/2BA::1062 SF

Unit 2.Uphill::3BR/2BA::1096 SF
Unit 1.Downhill::2BR/1 1/2BA::1120SF

Unit Plans
Scale 1/8”= 1’
BR1

View

View

UP

Los Angeles, CA

the Netherlands

Light Court
Personalization
View Analysis
Unit 1.A::Accessible 1BR:: 543 SF

Trevor Jones
Hood River housing studio
Winter 2008
Instructor Alex Salazar

Santa Monica, CA
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HOOD RIVER HOUSING: ON NATURE’S EDGE
ROSANNE LYNCH

PROF. SALAZAR

ARCH 584

WINTER 2008

Hood River Housing
The site for this studio presents several challenges for
development--as well as unique opportunities—based on the
topography, vegetation, and proximity to a residential neighborhood.
These issues became key organizing principles during the design
process.
Site Contours

1 level = 2.5’

Trees

The intention of this project is to achieve three goals. The first is a
desire to preserve and emphasize important natural features on the
site. The small creek and heavily wooded areas of the site are left
intact, and three knolls become important focal points from which to
arrange the site layout and establish view corridors. Secondly, the
placement of buildings and the road connecting them minimizes the
need for major re-grading, as the current road is maintained and
buildings are nestled within the crenellations in the land.

Park Space

Car and Pedestrian Circulation

Third, the buildings face a single, major road in an effort to create a
strong, continuous streetscape that may foster neighborly interaction
while offering light on both sides and an immediate connection to
nature. The façade is broken only by the three smaller pedestrian
paths that lead from the South edges and meet at the open, grassy
park and potential community garden on the North side of the site.
Each of the two apartment buildings has units facing another across a
courtyard and parking lots that are discreetly tucked into the building
rear. The elevations, massing, and material palette of wood siding and
brick cladding work in harmony with the residential context. The
community center is placed on the South edge to connect the larger
community to the smaller pocket parks within the site.

Significant Natural Features

Building Layout

N

Site in Context
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HOOD RIVER HOUSING: ON NATURE’S EDGE
ROSANNE LYNCH

PROF. SALAZAR

ARCH 584

WINTER 2008

Number of Units: 74-80
Total # of Townhomes:
14 Two bedroom
13 Three bedroom
Total # of Flats:
7 accessible
16-18 Two bedroom
16-28 Three bedroom
(12 below flats)
Number of cars: 117
16 tuck-under
26 pad parking
75 on street
Total Housing acres: 2.4
Total Acres including Public Park
Land: 4.8

N

Site Plan

1” = 32’
Site in Context

04/04/08
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HOOD RIVER HOUSING: ON NATURE’S EDGE
ROSANNE LYNCH

PROF. SALAZAR

ARCH 584

WINTER 2008

Site Analysis Diagrams

N

Site Section North-South
Design Scheme
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HOOD RIVER HOUSING: ON NATURE’S EDGE
ROSANNE LYNCH

PROF. SALAZAR

ARCH 584

WINTER 2008

.
flats are above
accessible units
or are below
townhomes
Two bedroom
flats are stacked
Two and three
bedroom flats
share walls
Community
Center is on the
South Edge

N

Site Key

Townhomes second floor

36’

44’
16’

Two and three bedroom townhomes
18’

20’

910 and 1130 sq ft.

18’

Accessible Unit and parking

612 sq ft.

30’

N

22’

Two Bedroom Flat

5’

870 sq. ft.

Unit Plans

1” = 8’

Site in Context
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knob-hill courtyards
justin cloyd

Sensitively placed within the landscape of a 4.8 acre site, knob-hill courtyards is an aﬀordable housing
community of 62 units located in Hood River, Oregon. At the northeast corner of Jaymar and Wasco, the
project lies between a large swath of single family housing and large chain retail stores nearby. Half of the
site, 2.4 acres, has been retained as a public park for both residents and other members of the community to
use.
Without a strong organizational clarity on the periphery of the site, and some uncertainty considering that
the adjacent lot to the east could be developed at high density also, the focus turned inward to understand
the particularities of the landscape. By organizing the development around the site’s steep terrain, creek,
and prominent landscape moments, the project evolved into a radial loop with secondary roads splaying
out like fingers extending into the landscape. Two of these roads act as alleys while the center street points
directly toward the development’s community center. The end of the main street doubles as code necessity
and a community gathering area.
Between the streets, courtyards are enclosed by housing units and landscape features to create semipublic spaces for residents to get to know their neighbors and know where their children are playing.
View corridors run through these places across the site from the creek, by the intersection of Jaymar and
Wasco, to the knob and hill to form a triangular pedestrian path that links together through the brick-paved
community gathering area.
The development consists primarily of three bedroom apartments, with the complete allocation at 29 three
bedroom townhouses, 10 three bedroom flats, 13 two bedroom townhouses, and 10 one bedroom flats.
Parking is accomodated by 34 open air tuck under parking spaces and 45 on street spaces. The development
is predominantly three story buildings that step down to two stories at the radial road and along jaymar.
Along Wasco, the units are three stories to take advantage of the steep slope that creates ground floor
entries at the second level with storage space below at the westernmost locations.
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two story three bedroom towhhouse

community gathering space

two story two bedroom townhouse

on street parking

three bedroom flat

individual gardens

one bedroom flat

natural park space

community center

manicured park space

open parking structure with enclosed storage

playground park space

Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio
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two story townhouse - upper floor

three bedroom flat

two story townhouse - lower floor

one bedroom flat

community center elevation
04/04/08

tuck under parking
with storage unit

elevation along central street
Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio
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X
2 BEDROOM TOWHNOUSE
OVER 1 BEDROOM FLAT
3 STORIES OF
2 BEDROOM FLATS
2-2 BEDROOOM
TOWHNOUSES
OVER 3 BEDROOM FLAT
2 BEDROOM TOWHNOUSE
OVER 2 PARKING SPACES

3 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE
6-1 BEDROOM FLATS
OVER COMMUNITY
CENTER

1

ADDITIONAL SITE
STRUCTURES

unit key plan :: 1/128” = 1’-0”

N

4

3

The project is designed to minimize grading and
tree removal while preserving and highlighting
the natural beauty of the existing site. The
objective is to create a moderately dense,
comfortable, safe environment that complements
the unique style of architecture of the Hood River
community. The park areas of the site pulled
away from the undesirable boundaries of the
freeway and future industrial site to the west and
all housing units front the park areas or streets.
View corridors are set up to frame the attractive
existing amenities of the site, including the creek,
in the southeast corner, the mound of boulders
in the center, and the tree grove at the high point
in the southwest corner. Approximately half of
the 4.8 acre site is designated as park area.
The projects consists of 71 housing units:
34 townhouses and 37 flats. There are 112
parking spaces: 44 on street, 22 tuck under
and 46 parking lot spaces. The overall parking
space to unit ratio is 1.58, a reasonable figure
for this type of development.

5
2

X
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site plan :: 1/32” = 1’-0”

N
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concept statement
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aerial photgraph :: nts

N

axonometric of surrounding site :: 1” = 100’-0”

N

grading plan
1/128” = 1’-0”

N

frontage to public areas
1/128” = 1’-0”

X site section :: 1/32” = 1’-0”

04/04/08

N

key features
1/128” = 1’-0”

N
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1 building type a :: elevation facing park :: 1/8” = 1’-0”

building type a :: third floor plan :: 3/32” = 1’-0”

building type a :: first floor plan :: 1/8” = 1’-0”
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building type a :: second floor plan :: 3/32” = 1’-0”
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building type b :: second floor plan :: 1/8” = 1’-0”

building type b :: third floor plan :: 1/8” = 1’-0”

2 building type b :: elevation facing park :: 1/8” = 1’-0”

building type b :: first floor plan :: 1/8” = 1’-0”
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3 building type b :: elevation facing street :: 1/8” = 1’-0”
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4 facing park
5 facing street
building type c elevations :: 1/8” = 1’-0”
typical eave detail :: 1 1/2” = 1’-0”

first floor
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second floor
third floor
building type c :: floor plans :: 1/8” = 1’-0”
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gabriel brown

::

justin cloyd

::

melissa ehn

high density :: up to 112 units of housing in 3 & 4 stories
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discussion notes
These notes were distilled from raw observations from the Community Design Charette in
Hood River. These are intended to highlight major issues which must be dealt with when
discussing affordable housing as well as summerize the conclusions the group came to during this brief design charette.
Our group, which consisted of city staff, residents, and designers was responsible for producing a conherent community of affordable housing on the site utilizing as great a density as
possible, intending to create as much housing for low-income residents of Hood River as
possible.

Part 1 - Model

• The group developed a scheme with park lands distributed across the site. Most was concentrated at the East, some was located at the North as a buffer to the freeway, and some
was located at the West. At the center of the site was shared park land that was to be used
by residents as well as the public.
• The auto entry to the development was located on Wasco next to the community center,
which was located at the main entry to serve as a link between both park and housing. This
main access road made a loop through the middle of the site, creating a central green space.
• Housing was mostly located in the center of the site, with a few units fronting Wasco. The
housing basically followed the road, stepping down the hill and surrounding the central
green, with some units located at the North with backs to the freeway and parkland buffer.
The development was three and four stories tall, with a mix of town homes, town homes
over flats and stacked flats.

Part 2 - Discussion
Neighborhood

• Participants asked about why affordable housing would be located in this neighborhood.
We discussed the site’s proximity to businesses such as Safeway and Walmart, and proximity
of downtown, which make it ideally located. In the intro to the workshop we also discussed
the need for housing for a wide range of incomes, including service sector workers, due to

the rapid inflation in housing costs caused by tourism. This large site is one of the few
opportunities near downtown to produce a reasonably sized developments that can be
made affordable to a wide range of incomes.
• The public is used to seeing the site as a park, and were concerned that too high of a
density would be difficult to justify.
• The neighborhood contains a lot of underutilized R-3 zoned property. The parcel across
Jaymar, zoned R-3, is currently on the market. If that property is developed at a higher
density, it might make density more acceptable for this site.
• Affordable rental housing, rather than for-sale housing, is needed as many existing
apartments in the neighborhood have been converted to condos.

Park and Landscape

• The park does not have to be contiguous, but it’s important for it to be usable.
• The character of the park can be different in different parts of the site.
• Less formal character along the freeway would be acceptable.
• Sitting areas/benches near the stream are desirable
• Play area in the center of the site
• Totally natural at the hill in the southwest corner would be desirable
• The trees along the freeway should be retained. Walmart cut down all the trees on their
near-by site, which was unfortunate.

Housing

• The fact that the city already owns this land can help to make workforce housing more
affordable.
• Since the goal here is to get people into nice housing (rather than worrying about selling the individual units) the project’s design should focus on designing and building a
community.
• At the highest allowable density (111 units), the units seem very tightly packed.

high density :: up to 112 units of housing in 3 & 4 stories
04/04/08
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rosanne lynch

::

shawn glad

::

pete dykema

medium density :: up to 85 units of housing in 3 story buildings
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rosanne lynch

::

shawn glad

::

pete dykema

A. Model:
• The group developed a scheme with park lands concentrated at the East, and some land along the North boundary as a buffer to the freeway.
• The auto entry to the development was located on Wasco next to the community center (with apartments at the upper level), which was located at the main entry to serve as a link between both park and housing. The main
access road wound through the development following natural grades and looping out to Jaymar.
• Housing was mostly located at the West portions of the site, with some units fronting on Wasco. The housing basically followed the road and natural grades, stepping down the hillside. The development was three stories tall,
with an apartment building at the center, and mostly town homes at the periphery.
B. Discussion
Park and Landscape
• There was concern about cutting down too many trees in the development. It was noted that there is not yet an exact survey, but that the modified grading provided for the workshop has tried to preserve trees where possible.
• Providing landscaping in the development may make it harder to build on, but will create a “nicer development.”
• There was consensus about keeping the creek area as intact as possible.
• Providing a retention pond may be a nice feature on the site that would help accentuate the fact that there is water on the site.
• The public will probably want to keep the creek open and not channel it underground.
• Some felt that it was important to keep the park along Wasco so that it fronted the skate park on the other side of the street.
• Accentuating the water features, or creating a marshland, may be a good character to create.
• The park setting of the housing would help create a desirable atmosphere for the development.
• Most felt that the character of the park should be more untamed and natural rather than manicured.
• There was consensus that keeping the park public would make the development more acceptable generally.
Housing
• It may be difficult to do much grading due to amount of rocks and boulders.
• There was consensus about the need to minimize grading, and to create nice landscape features out of areas that are difficult to grade for housing.
• There was consensus to place housing in the flat areas of the site.
• The table discussed density issues. There was general consensus that 4-stories of housing was not realistic. The group settled on 78 units of housing in three stories.
• Parking was resolved in the plan by providing a mixture of tuck-under parking and on-grade parking.
• The group preserved the “knoll” at the North end of the site and provided car access from Wasco, following natural grades, down to the NE corner at Jaymar.
• Buildings developed by the group ranged in size and type; from town homes to double-loaded corridor apartment buildings.
• The group felt that there was a lot of parking, and that the space required took a lot of land.
Community Center
• There were questions about the size of the community center / community rooms, and if they were needed. The group decided to place the community spaces at the edge of the development along Wasco, with housing
above.
• There was a discussion about providing a community garden in lieu of a community center.

medium density :: up to 85 units of housing in 3 story buildings
04/04/08
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rebecca fitzsimmons - samantha polinik - morgan mcIntosh

low density - approximately 65 units in 3 stories
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rebecca fitzsimmons - samantha polinik - morgan mcIntosh
A. Model:
• The group developed a scheme with park lands mostly concentrated at the East and South, fronting both Wasco and Jaymar.
• The auto entry to the development was located on Wasco next to the community center, which was located at the main entry to serve as a link between both park and housing. The
main access road cut straight down to the North side of the site and looped out to Jaymar to the East.
• Housing was mostly located in the center and North-West areas of the site. The housing basically followed the road, stepping down the hill, with some units located at the North with
backs to the freeway. The development was three stories tall, with a mix of town homes, town homes over flats and stacked flats.
B. Discussion
Park and Landscape
• There is a lack of more formal parkland in the area.
• The stream and other sensitive areas should be reserved for parkland.
• When asked to vote on the character of the park on the site, the three people at the table fell somewhere in the middle between formal and informal. Thus the consensus was that the
park should be somewhat groomed with paths and benches, but not too formal and should retain natural features.
• Existing larger and older trees should be preserved.
• There should be a green space buffer along I-84.
• There should be a covered play area in the park.
• Hood River lacks a dog park; a dog park would be a welcome amenity.
Housing
• Preference is for a loop road through the site from Wasco to Jaymar.
• Housing should include auto courts with shared parking and green space.
• Break up the size and massing of buildings with staggered facades, setbacks and stepped rooflines.
Community Center
• The community center should be on Wasco.
• The community center needs a parking lot, or covered parking under the building.

low density - approximately 65 units in 3 stories
04/04/08
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PARK TYPES

Prof. Alex Salazar :: Winter 2008

PARK TYPES: The images below represent
different types of park landcaping. The images
form an approximate continuum, ranging from
“natural” or unimproved landscape on the left
to more formal landscaping on the right.

LESS FORMAL

MORE FORMAL

REGISTER YOUR PREFERENCE: Place a pin along the green arrow above at a spot that best represents your vision for the park.
University of Oregon :: Portland Center
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LAND USE
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Columbia River

I-84

Wal Mart

Wasco Street

Casc

ade

Ave

nue

Rotary Park
(Skate Park)

Sunset Motel

N 20th Street

Wasco Business
Park
(Planned)

Comfort Suites

Safeway

Rite Aid

CURRENT LAND USE
Commercial
Park
Industrial
Residential

CITY OF HOOD RIVER ZONING
General Commercial
Open Space/Public Facility
Light Industrial
High Density Residential
Low Density Residential
University of Oregon :: Portland Center
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HISTORY :: Neighborhood Landmarks
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1
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Jeff Johnson Memorial Bike Park

1

Jeff Johnson Memorial Bike Park

2

Hood River Seventh-day Adventist Church

3

Asbury United Methodist Church

4

Big Horse Brew Pub

5

Hood River Skate Park

6

Hood River News

7

Hood River County Court House

8

Hood River City Hall

Future Affordable Housing Site

5
1

2
9

10

8
3

9

Pedestrian Oriented Commercial Area

7

4

10

Vehicle Oriented Commercial Area
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HISTORY :: Best Existing Housing
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Houses in this neighborhood of Hood River vary a
considerable amount with respect to size, style,
quality, and lot orientation. In general, lot sizes
are rather conservative, in keeping with traditional
urban single family housing. The most successful
houses in the neighborhood are done in the
craftsman style, or some derivation thereof. All
of the houses pictured have been designed with
porches or covered entrances of some kind, which
act as transition zones between the public and the
private realms, and may also serve as outdoor rooms.
This is typical in traditional home construction, as is
positioning the car port or garage behind or beside
the main house, as some of these houses do.

University of Oregon :: Portland Center

Pete Dykema :: Rebecca Fitzsimmons :: Morgan Mcintosh :: Samantha Polinik
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Some original area
homes.
Historic Downtown
In 1900 Butler Banking
(above)
opened.
Designed
by
Albert
E. Doyle. Starting the
replacement of old
wooden buildings with
solid ones.

(Left) Historic
Downtown today

Oak Street

Architects With Work in Hood River
Carl Perron
Holst
David Bearss
Surround

A QUICK HISTORY
VWKHÀUVWZDYHVRIVHWWOHUVDUULYH

1919, Major freeze destroys apple trees

1850s, the settlers start farms. Their success
attracts more families

&RPSOHWLRQRI+RRG5LYHU:KLWH6DOPRQ
Bridge

1900s, Apples are the valley’s chief product

%RQQHYLOOH'DP&RPSOHWHG

1906, Completion of Mt. Hood Railroad

:RUNVWDUWHGRQQHZ+LJKZD\

&RPSOHWLRQRI&ROXPELD5LYHU+LJKZD\

0W+RRG0HDGRZVLVFUHDWHG+RRG5LYHU
becomes a major tourist location.

Small Multi-Family Dwellings

Distinctive Design

CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL TRENDS

Bold exterior treatments

Bibliography
Columbia Gorge Hotel, Opened 1921 as a summer retreat.
Whitehouse, Morris, and Homans Architects.

Hood River Court House, Built 1954.

Contemporary Condos

University of Oregon :: Portland Center
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History of Hood River County, Oregon, Volume I
History of Hood River County, Oregon, Volume II
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CULTURE :: Recent Hood River Housing
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Parking dominates the streetscape. Most of the building frontage is occupied by
garage doors. Pedestrian space is not separated from car space; cars can park in
front of entryways. The pedestrian pathway from sidewalk to entryway is unclear.

Pedestrian-oriented streetscape. Moving garages to the rear of the units allows a
pedestrian-friendly relationship to the street, with clear entryways. Plantings further
improve the pedestrian experience.

Pedestrians and cars share the street front. Stairways and decks offer more space
for people, although garages still take up much of the ground level. Plantings also
help soften the street edge.

Architecture doesn’t respond to topography. Units don’t step down along with the
slope of the street.

Entryway looks cramped. Front step is just big enough for one person, making it a
challenge to get in or out with a bag of groceries or a small child.

Residences are clearly separated. Massing and facade details express the fact that
these are separate townhouses, not a group of apartments.

Rear facade lacks articulation.
While the building presents a
thoughtfully-proportioned face
to the street, the rear is flat and
uninteresting.

Varied setbacks add interest. A staggered street frontage adds interest and definition
to the building and helps break up the mass, while affording good views for all
units. Staggered setbacks also provide a sense
of separation between units, even where entries
are side by side.

Human-scaled entryways. Garage overhangs and peaked roofs at entryways help
add a human scale to the street frontage.
Out of scale with surroundings. Buildings dwarf
their neighbors. At the ground level, side and
back elevations are mostly blank.

Confusing entryways. Varied landing heights, zigzagging stairs, and busy railing design combine
to make entry sequences less clear.

Repetitive design. Lack of variety in facades
quickly becomes monotonous.

Wasco Street between 15th Street and Hope Avenue

Wasco Street at Hope Avenue

Columbia Street at 13th Street

University of Oregon :: Portland Center

Rosanne Lynch :: Melissa Ehn :: Gabriel Brown
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Backs of buildings get attention too. Although
the building makes a strong statement from the
street edge, the rear facades are more domestic
in scale, and relate well to their surroundings.
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Cars and pedestrians access the site differently. Clear
priority is given to the pedestrian experience, with on-street
entries to units and staircases to the back of the site.
Urban street edge. Buildings front directly on the sidewalk,
with minimal setbacks at entryways.
Architecture responds to topography. Units step down
along with the slope of the street, reinforcing the shape of
the landscape.
Design reflects neighborhood character. This development
makes a formal and functional transition
between the industrial/commercial sites to
the north and east and the more residential
areas to the south and west.
Monotonous facades. Massing, color, and
materials combine to make a dull street
edge.

Cascade Avenue at 7th Street

Cars and pedestrians share the street edge. Permeable
paving, narrow garage doors, and prominent entryways
help keep cars from dominating the space, but large
vehicles still tend to crowd out pedestrians.
Landscape as an amenity. Preserving existing vegetation
and landforms maintains neighborhood character;
mature trees help give a sense of permanence.
Varying details adds interest. A variety of finish materials, details, and colors helps
avoid the “cookie-cutter” look, especially in a larger development.
Color provides neighborhood identity. The use of strong colors gives a sense of
cohesiveness without monotony, and adds a contemporary look to otherwise
traditional styling.
Detached dwellings use land less efficiently. Separating units helps provide good
daylighting, but spaces left over are too small to be useful, and closely-spaced
dwellings lack privacy.

Katie’s Lane at May Street

Materials express regional character. Extensive
wood cladding adds a rustic, Northwestern touch
to aggressively contemporary styling.
Design ignores the neighborhood. Neither
scale, style, nor details respond to neighboring
structures.

Sherman Avenue near Serpentine Road

University of Oregon :: Portland Center

Rosanne Lynch :: Melissa Ehn :: Gabriel Brown
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Maximizing views minimizes relationship with
street. Raising living spaces above grade leaves
the building’s lowest level completely caroriented, and little distinction is made between
garage doors and entryways. Accomodating
parking on a steep grade results in a walled-off
street front; the only pedestrian entry to the site is
up the driveway.
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VITAL STATISTICS

Left and Above: Downtown Hood River.

+RRG5LYHU2UHJRQLVDVSHFLDOFLW\/RQJDVPDOODJULFXOWXUDO
PRXQWDLQWRZQLWLVTXLFNO\EXUJHRQLQJLQWRDPDMRUWRXULVW
ORFDOH6LWWLQJDWWKHFRQÁXHQFHRIWKH&ROXPELDDQG+RRG
5LYHULWLVDPDMRUSRUWFLW\DQGWKHDFFHVVSRLQWIURP,WR
3RUWODQG0W+RRGDQGWKH&ROXPELD5LYHU*RUJH)HDWXULQJQDWXUDOEHDXW\DVPDOOWRZQIHHODQGDPSOHDPHQLW\
Hood River is positioning itself to be a dominant player in
adventure and agro-tourism.

INCORPORATED : 1895
POPULATION (2006) : 6580
TOTAL AREA : 2.9 mi2
POPULATION DENSITY : 3240/mi2
MED. HOUSEHOLD INCOME : $31580
DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP (2000) :
White - 80.83%
Asian - 1.15%
Native American - .99%
Black - .60%
3DFLÀF,VODQGHU
Other - 13.58%
Hispanic - 23.17%
POVERTY :
Families - 12.1%
Total Population - 17.3%
Children - 28.7%
Elderly - 14.3%

CULTURE
7KHLQÁX[RIOHLVXUHFODVVUHVLGHQWVDQGWRXULVWVLVGULYLQJODQG
YDOXHVKRPHSULFHVDQGWKHFRVWRIOLYLQJXSLQ+RRG5LYHU
creating a shortage of affordable housing for the professional and service-sector residents. While the median home
SULFHFRQWLQXHVWRULVHWKHPHGLDQLQFRPHLVVWD\LQJVWDWLF
This condition is forcing many longtime residents and the
inexpensive labor pool that agriculture and service-sector
LQGXVWULHVUHTXLUHWROHDYH+RRG5LYHUIRUOHVVH[SHQVLYHDOWHUQDWLYHVWKUHDWHQLQJWRKDQGLFDS+RRG5LYHU·VHFRQRPLF
viability.

Left and Below: Typical Hood River housing.

HOUSING STATISTICS
0('+20(9$/8(
MED. RENT (2000) : $2001/mo
MED. GROSS RENT : $544
AVE. SINGLE FAMILY HOME
CONSTRUCTION COSTS :
1999 - $93800
2001 - $104600
2003 - $123100
2005 - $175700
2006 - $254800
OCCUPANCY :
Owner-occupied - 1168
Renter-occupied - 1264
VACANCY :
For Rent - 46
For Sale Only - 22
For Seasonal Use - 105
COMMUTING WORKERS : 45.2%
MED. COMMUTE : 10 - 15 min

Starting above, clockwise: Snowboarding on Mt.
Hood; Bosc pears growing near Hood River; Native
Hood River companies; Columbia River Gorge, looking east.

Hood River’s traditional agrarian economy is bolstered by
DWUHPHQGRXVUHSXWDWLRQIRUÀQHIUXLWVDQGSURGXFHHVSHFLDOO\SHDUVDSSOHVFKHUULHVDQGÀQHZLQHV$OVRORFDODJULFXOWXUHÀHOGVKDYHORQJEHHQGHVWLQDWLRQVIRUDJURWRXULVWV
5HFHQWO\+RRG5LYHU·VGLVFRYHU\DVDZLQGVXUÀQJ0HFFDDV
well as its access to the Columbia River Gorge’s numerous
scenic spots and Mt. Hood have further enhanced its reputation as a destination spot.

ECONOMY
$OWKRXJK WKH WRWDO HFRQRP\ LV KHDOWK\ D JUHDWHU SURSRU-

BASIC INFORMATION WLRQRIOHLVXUHFODVVYLVLWRUVDQGUHVLGHQWVKDYHFDXVHGLQÁDAGRICULTURAL STAPLES :
Apples
Pears
Cherries
Wine
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS :
Full Sail Brewery
Dakine
Turtle Island Foods
TOURISM :
Columbia River Gorge
ZLQGVXUÀQJ
NLWHVXUÀQJ
-sightseeing
Mt. Hood
-skiing
-snowboarding
-sledding

5LJKW0W+RRG%HORZ:LQGVXUÀQJRQ
the Columbia River.

Information obtained from:
Hood River County
City of Hood River
U.S. Census Bureau
Hood River Chamber of Commerce
Hood River News
The Dalles Chronicle
Oregon Economic Development Department
Oregon Public Broadcasting
Full Sail Brewery
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WLRQDQGULVLQJFRVWVKXUWLQJPDQ\ORQJWLPHEXVLQHVVHVDQG
local agriculture.
This rising cost of land and a scarcity of local labor threatens
WKH WUDGLWLRQDO HFRQRP\ IRUFLQJ PDQ\ IDUPHUV DQG EXVLnesses to either cut back or leave altogether.
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HOPE
AVENUE
HOPE
AVENUE

15TH
ST.ST.
15TH

AR
AR
YMM
JAJAY

N

ECONOMY AND CULTURE :: Street Elevations

Hope facing South.
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ECONOMY AND CULTURE :: Street Elevations

HOOD RIVER HOUSING STUDIO

Prof. Alex Salazar :: Winter 2008
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HOOD RIVER HOUSING STUDIO

Alex Salazar :: Winter 2008

ENVIRONMENT :: Water, Wind & Sun

Hood River, OR
Latitude / Longitude: 45 41 04 / 121 31 05
Elevation: 510
During summer, wind direction is predominantly from the west, causing strong, steady winds
within the Gorge. These winds, in fact, make Hood River a world-renowned wind surﬁng
location. Winter winds can blow from the west or the east and can reach speeds sufﬁcient
to cause widespread damage.
A major effect of the Gorge is a moderation of air temperatures near the Columbia by
allowing maritime air to reach the area from the west; this can occur both in summer and
winter. Occasionally, however, large-scale easterly ﬂow brings very cold continental air to
the region, resulting in extremely cold conditions. During such periods, the cold air passes
westward through the Gorge, creating extreme conditions in the western valleys as well.

Hood River
45 41 04
Hood River

Streets & Buildings: Dispersed & Compact Organizations
Hood River is located in a
coastal temperate rainforest bioregion.

Rb = (W x H) / (W + L)2
To determine wind speed in
streets oriented parallel to
the wind, ﬁnd the Blockage
Ratio (Rb). Enter the Blockage
Ratio on the horizontal axis,
then move horizontally to
read on the vertical axis the
predicted avg. wind speed in
the street as a fraction of the
open prevailing unobstructed
wind speed. High fractions
are desirable for cooling,
low fractions for heating

The diagrams show variations of patterns
for buildings and open space, along with
implications for solar access.

The shadow patterns are diagrammatic.
Actual patterns on the site will vary with
latitude, building form, solar access, etc.

Sources :
“Sun, Wind & Light” - G.Z. Brown & Mark DeKay
http://www.city-data.com/city/Hood-River-Oregon.html
http://www.ocs.oregonstate.edu/index.html
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/cliMAIN.pl?orhood

University of Oregon :: Portland Center

Justin Cloid :: Shawn Glad :: Trevor Jones
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Gabriel Brown

Trenton Terrace

Hood River Winter Studio

New Columbia on McCoy Park
Portland, OR

Critical Information
-Location: North Portland; New Columbia
Development on McCoy Park
-Architect: Michael Willia Architects
-Developer: Northwest Housing Alternatives
-Housing Type: Affordable Senior Housing
-Site Size: Portion of 80-acre New Columbia Site
-# of Units: 66
-Square Footage: 56,400 SF
-Financing: $9.24 million

Affordability
-Qualifying residents are 62 years of age or older with an income no more
than 50% of the area median income, with many as low as 15% AMI.
-Residents pay 30% of their income plus electricity and hot water.

Sustainability
WATER MANAGEMENT / CONSERVATION
-Low-flow plumbing fixtures
-Drip-irrigation system
-Moisture resistant construction
ENERGY CONSERVATION
-Energy Star appliances & lighting fixtures
-Energy efficient HVAC w/ exterior venting exhaust
fans & common area whole-house fans
INDOOR AIR QUALITY
-Low-VOC paints, primers, adhesives, sealants, &
caulking
-Composite wood & carpet
-Natural ventilation
OTHER GREEN ELEMENTS
-Climate & geography-appropriate trees & plants
-Resident & staff training in green design elements,
recycling, and healthy living

04/04/08
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The site is accessed on both ends;
it has two nodes of parking.
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Architect: William Wilson Architects
Developer/Owner: Housing Authority of
Portland
Project Type: Farmworker Housing
Location: East Portland, Oregon
Number of Units: 36
Size/Density: 1.91 acres/18.848 units/acre
Management: Income Property Management

Units “read” as indivitual houses; the compact geometry is efficient.
HAP, an affordable housing developer, recieved
federal tax credits specifically for farmworker
housing. Many farmworkers are of Hispanic
origin, have large or extended families, are
poorly paid for seasonal work, and face language
and culture barriers. The architect met with
future residents to address concerns about
safety and security in the “rough” area (gangs
and graffiti exist today).
The site layout addresses safety by
placing long, thin units across one another,
creating an intimate internal street that is visible
for neighbors. Buildings hug the street, and units
are large, including 2, 3 and even rare 4 bedroom units.
Units are arranged with flats on the
bottom, and 2 story townhomes on the top. Two
bedrooms are tucked into the sloping roof of the
third floor, minimizing the impact of the 3 story
height.Colors are bright, and features such as
porches allow people to personalize space.
Units rent for below market prices (3 bedrooms
start at $599/monthly); buildings are segregated
by income restrictions. Tenants use the central
common space for events, monthly meetings,
and children’s programs.
The firm continues to build durable,
affordable and mixed use projects.

Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio

Rosanne Lynch
Hood River Housing
Winter 2008
Instructor Alex Salazar
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BURNSIDE STATION

21 independent living apartments for physically disabled residents.
ANDREWS ARCHITECTS, INC. PROJECT ARCHITECTS
www.andrews-architects.com

QUAD, INC. PROJECT OWNER AND DEVELOPER
www.quadinc.org
Quadriplegics United Against
Dependency, Inc. (QUAD, Inc.),
is a non profit corporation devoted to
providing housing for severely physically disabled adults who rely on a
wheelchair for mobility. QUAD, Inc.
was founded in 1975 by developer E.W.
“Bud” Myers, after he suffered a spinal
cord injury as a result of a diving accident and discovered that no accessible
housing or supportive services existed in
Portland to help newly injured individuals adjust to their circumstances and
transition into life with a disability.
QUAD Inc.’s independent living facilities were developed with the input of
individuals with disabilities to assure a
fully accessible environment. Projects
feature open community spaces, outdoor areas, advanced fire protection,
emergency assistance and security.

•
•
•
•
•

21 units on 0.43 acres (density = 48.8 units/acre): 15 x 540 s.f. one bedroom units
and 6 x 795 s.f. two bedroom units.
Rent is HUD subsidized = 30% of annual income. Residents with only SSI at approximately $550/month pay approximately
$125/month in rent.
Close to medical and commercial services and mass transit, including MAX light rail.
Accessible off street surface parking for resident vehicles.
Building and unit accessible features include: wide hallways and doors, oversized elevator, roll-in showers, ballbearing rollers on operating windows, lift track at ceiling
for bed/wheelchair transfers, magnetic door holders on fire doors, proximity reader
entry control, oversized areas of refuge/rescue assistance on upper floors.

Morgan McIntosh
University of Oregon
Hood River Housing, Community & Urban Design Graduate Studio
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Hood River Housing & Community Design Studio

Page 74 of 76

A mixed income, mixed resident, transit oriented development.

Center Commons in Portland

314 Total Units on 5 Acres
62.8 Units Per Acre
$30 Million Total Development Cost
KemperCO LLC. Won the right to buy the property from Portland Development
Commission. Developed entire site and sold the 26 townhome parcels to Innovated Housing Inc. Project was designed to meet the goals of a citizens committee,
PDC, and density guidelines.
Vallaster & Corl Architecture respected the neighborhood and added interest to
the buildings by using color and articulating the facade

The Commons

Center Village

5819

Townhomes

172 Affordable Senior Apartments

60 Affordable Family Apartments

56 Market-rate Apartments

26 Market-rate Townhomes

1 and 2 bedroom apartments
552 sq. ft. - 813 sq. ft.
$525 - $675

2 to 4 bedroom apartments
844 sq. ft. - 1473 sq. ft.
$674 - $975

1 and 2 bedroom apartments
626 sq. ft. - 1072 sq. ft.
$700 - $1050

3 bedroom
1,524 sq. ft.
$199,000-$239,000 per unit

Community room
Lending Library

On-site day care
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Designed by Dennis Haden, Otak Architects
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THE HAWTHORNE at Hawthorne & SE 34th
Vallaster & Corl Architects
Kemperco Development

26,600 sf
.57 acres
23 units/acre

WINTER 2008 ~ ARCH 584 ~ SALAZAR
01.09.08
SAMANTHA POLINIK

04/04/08

• 6.4 Million Mixed-Use project: 36,211 SF over 3 floors (17,187 SF
ground floor retail fronting Hawthorne, 19,024 SF residential)
• Residential component consists of 16 2-bedroom townhouses which
which range in size from 1000 to 1200 SF and occupy 2nd-3rd floors
• 26,600 sf project footprint = .57 acres. units/acres = 23
• First building of this kind built in the neighborhood in 70 years
• Entrance to residential placed on the quieter residential street
• The architects’ goal was to create a contemporary, interesting, and
high-quality design that would fit into the newly popular Hawthorne
neighborhood. The challenge, as with most small projects, was how
to accomplish this within the budget.
• The stylistic goal was to create a contemporary scheme that would
fit within the context scale. This was done by dividing the building
into seperate forms and by organizing the facade into a series of
bays and recesses. In terms of programming, the architects used the
retail at the sidewalk level to take advantage of and reinforce the
pedestrian activity already on the street.
• Green responses: 1. Green roof over garages on south side. 2. Cross
ventilation in res. units (raised alley court not enclosed). 3. Sky lights,
ample windows, balconies. 4. Insulation on outside of framing and
sheathing, making it much more effective
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